Survey of purchasers of The APIC Curriculum for Infection Control Practice: findings and recommendations.
A survey of purchasers of The APIC Curriculum for Infection Control Practice was conducted in early 1985 by the APIC Curriculum Committee to determine characteristics of purchasers, usability of the text, reasons for purchase, and availability of references cited. Data were obtained from 342 (54.3%) respondents to a nationwide mail survey sent to a 20% sample (630) of all who were purchasers prior to January 1985. The average purchaser was an Infection Control Practitioner (ICP) who was a nurse employed by an acute care community hospital and had 6.9 years experience in infection control practice; 41% of purchasers worked in hospitals with greater than 300 beds. APIC members represented 93% of the respondents, and their disciplines were similar to those of the membership. Primary reasons for purchasing the Curriculum were to use it as the major reference for infection control information and to study for the Infection Control Certification Examination. Almost half of the respondents had taken and passed the examination. The overall satisfaction with format and style suggests that it was well-received and usable. Purchase of the Curriculum was strongly associated with hospital size. ICPs practicing in hospitals with less than 100 beds were less likely to have purchased the book than those in larger hospitals. Availability of references was also associated with hospital size. Future editions of the Curriculum need to reflect consideration of the relationship between hospital size and availability of references in their approach to completeness of information.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)